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CASE 


Thomas Wie Eq. 
In the Houſe of COMMON S. 


HE Town of Bmbury in the County of 0xos, is an An- 
tient Burrough, and antiently ſent two Burgeſſes to Par- 
lizment, Eled&ed by the Inhabitants of the ſaid Burrough. 


The Town being Poor, and the Expences of two Bur- 
oefles being more than rhe Town could well bear; In the 
Firſt year of Queen Mary, they Petition the Queen to 
Exempt them from the Charge and Dury of ſending one Burgeſs. 1 herenupon 


The Queen by her Pattent, bearing date the 26th. of Jan, in the Firſt year 
of her Reign, Incorporates Twenty five of the Inhabirants by the Name cf 
Bailiff, Aldermen, and Burgeſles, and grants to them to ſend one Burgeſs to 
Parliament, to be EleRed by the Bailiff, Aldermen, and Bargeſles. 


This Pattent reſtraining the Liberty of the Inhabitants as to the Election, 
and giving that power to a few, which before was in many, was in that parti- 
cular looked upon as Void: And therefore in all ſucceeding Parliaments, as 
well in that Queens time, as in the Reign of Queen Flizabeth and downwards, 
the Eletion was made of One Burgeſs by all the Inhabitants, and not by the 
Bailiff, and Aldermen, and Burgeſſes, according to that Patten ; as by the 
Indenrtures returned of the ſaid Town, appears. 


According to which preſidents, a Precept being directed to the ſaid Town 
for EleQing a Purgeſs to ſerve for the ſaid Town at the Parliament to be held ar 
Oxon, The Inhabitants made choice of the ſaid 7ho. Wiſe as their Burgeſs, 
to ſerve for the ſaid Town in this preſent Parliament. As by theit Indentute 


appears, 


But the Mayor of the ſaid Burrough (the Bailiff by another Charter being 
made Mayor) having gor the precept. of the Sheriff, and pretending the Righr 
of EleQion to be in himſelf, and the Aldermen and Burgeſles; Ele&ted one 
Sir John Holman Baronet, and returned their Indenture, with the Precepr, to 
the Sheriff; whereby the Sheriff gave Credit ro the ſaid Mayor, Alcermen, 
and Burgeſles Ind<nture, and returned the ſame with his Writ, and refuſed to 
return the Indenture of the ſaid Thowas Wiſe which he ought to have done. 


For it is conceived that rhe Queen had no power to alter th2 Right of Fle- 
Qion, the Inhabitants before that time had. 


